
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no 

Property Name: Charles Ludlam House Inventory Number: WO-345 

Address: 100 South Baltimore Avenue City: Ocean City Zip Code: 21842 

County: Worcester USGS Topographic Map: Ocean City 

Owner: Christopher Ryden et. al. Is the property being evaluated a district? yes 

Tax Parcel Number: 2595 Tax Map Number: 110 Tax Account ID Number: 10-028086 

Project: Ocean City Facade Improvemet Project Agency: DHCP 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no yes Name: Date: 

Is the property is located within a historic district? yes X no 

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: 

NR-listed district yes Eligible district yes Name of District: 

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context yes 

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X_no 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: ^̂  
kMHT Library 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

According to information contained in the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties (MIHP) Form for this property, the 
building is ".. .one of the more prominent Queen Anne styled dwellings still standing in the old part of Ocean City." Although 
the property dates from circa 1902, it has been covered in aluminum siding (the current proposal involves replacing the 
aluminum siding with vinyl siding) and a restaurant was added to the ground floor at an unknown point in the past. While the 
building could be considered a contributing element if it were located in a historic district, the new addition overwhelms the 
historic fa9ade beyond the point where it could be considered individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Prepared by: C. Andrew Lewis Date Prepared: 03/06/2003 
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Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G None 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes 

no 

^erty Name: Charles Ludlum House Inventory Number: WO-345 

Address- 100 S. Baltimore Avenue Historic district: yes X no 

City: Ocean City, MD Zip Code: 21842 County; Worcester 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Ocean City 

Property Owner: Alivizatos Gerasimos Tax Account ID Number: 028086 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): 2595 Tax Map Number: 110 

Project: US 50 over Sinepuxent Bay Bridge Replacement Agency: FHWA/SHA 

Agency Prepared By: MD SHA, Architectural Historian 

Preparer's Name: Anne E. Bruder Date Prepared: 09/20/2007 

Documentation is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended X Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E E G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attatch map and photo) 

Paul Touart does not describe this building in Along the Seaboard Side — The Architectural History of Worcester County, 
Maryland (1994). The Charles Ludlum House is a former 3 story single family dwelling with an octagonal tower in the southeast ; 
comer of the building. The ground floor has been enclosed with walls and glass windows and converted to a commercial 
restaurant. The house stands at the southwest comer of Somerset and Baltimore Avenues and is known in 2007 as "Soprano's 
Pizza." SHA and MHT previously concurred that the building contributed to the Ocean City Survey District (WO-412), which is 
not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places due to the lack of integrity of individual buildings. The 
Ludlum House is one example of the poor integrity found in the district. 

The single family dwelling has been converted to commercial uses, the windows have been replaced and the roof clad in composite 
shingles. The constmction of enclosed spaces in the ground floor and a restaurant kitchen prevent the building from conveying its 
significance as an early twentieth century dwelling. Research conducted did not identify events or persons of local, state or 
national importance and the Charles Ludlum House is not individually eligible for the NRHP under Criteria A or B. Due to the 
alterations and change in function, the Ludlum House is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion C (architecture). Criterion D 
was not investigated as part of this study. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B C D Considerations: A B C D E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 
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WO-345 ^ c . 1903 
Charles Ludlam House 
Ocean City 
Pr iva te 

Better known to older res idents of Ocean City as the Robert Showell 

house, t h i s two-and-a-ha l f story frame dwelling on Baltimore Avenue was 

erected shortly after 1902 when Charles Ludlam bought from Joshua J . 

Dunton and h i s , Mary/ Lot 53 for $300. I t i s estimated t h a t the house was 

erected short ly af terwards . During the ear ly 1920s the house and lot were 

sold to John D. Letcher, then l iv ing in Norfolk, Virginia , for $4000. In 

1926 John D. Le tche r , who had r e l o c a t e d h i s p r i n c i p a l r e s i d e n c e t o 

Lexington, Virginia , t r ans fe r red the Baltimore Avenue house to Margaret 

Letcher Showell and her ch i ld ren . The house remained under Showell 

family ownership until 1936. 

Now housing the Regal Res taurant , the Queen Anne s ty le house i s 

one of the more prominent ea r ly twentieth century dwellings sti l l s tanding 

i n t h e "Old Town" Ocean C i t y . R i s ing on t h e s o u t h e a s t co rne r i s a 

d is t inc t ive three-s tory octagonal tower. 



HISTORIC CONTEXT INFORMATION 

Resource Name: CHARLES LUDLAM HOUSE 

MHT Inventory NUMBER: WO-345 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA: 

1) Historic Period Theme(s): 
ARCHITECTURE 

2) Geographic Orientation: 
EASTERN SHORE 

3) Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 
INDUSTRIAL / URBAN DOMINANCE (1870-1930) 

4) .-.Resource Type(s): 
STANDING STRUCTURE 
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING 
WITH COMMERICAL SPACE 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Survey N o . W O - 3 4 5 

Magi No. 

DOE ye s no 

1. Name ( i n d i c a t e p r e f e r r e d name) 

historic CHARLES LUDLAM HOUSE 

and/or common R e g a l R e s t a u r a n t 

2. Location 
street & number 100 S o u t h B a l t i m o r e A v e n u e not for publication 

city, town O c e a n C i t y vicinity of congressional district F i r s t 

state MARYLAND county W o r c e s t e r 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
^ building(s) 

structure 
site 

^ object 

Ownership 
public 

X private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 

X being considered 
n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property ( g i v e names and m a i l i n g addres se s of a l l owners) 

name B e n j a m i n M c A l l i s t e r , J r . 

street & number t e l e p h o n e n o . : 

city, town H u r l o c k state and zip code MD 2 1 6 4 3 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C l e r k o f C o u r t l i b e r ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ 

street & number W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e f o l i o 6 I 

city, town S n o w H i l l state MP 2 1 8 6 3 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

Jipository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description Survey No. WO-345 

Condition 
excellent 

X good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

unexposed 

Checit one 
unaltered 

J5: altered 

Check one 
^ original site 

moved date o f move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a gene ra l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
v a r i o u s e lements as i t e x i s t s today . 

The Charles Ludlam house stands a t 100 South Baltimore Street in the 
center of Ocean City, Worcester County, Maryland. The two-and-a-half 
story frame house, now known as the Regal Restaurant, faces east with 
the main gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. 

Built c. 1902, the two-and-a-ha]f story, three-bay frame house is 
supported on a high concrete block foundation, and the dwelling i s 
sheathed with a uniform layer of aluminum siding. The steeply pitched 
gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 

The east (main) elevation is an asymmetrical facade with a center 
entrance sheltered by a wraparound tapered post porch. The partially 
glazed front door is flanked by two-light sideJights and topped by a three-
light transom. Two-over-two sash windows Qank the entrance, and rising 
on the southeast corner of the building is a three-story tower topped by a 
short octagonal roof. Each face on each floor is pierced by a single-pane 
sash window. The opposite, northeast corner is marked by a slightly 
project ing gabled pav i l ion . The ground floor cur ren t ly houses the 
restaurant . 

Two-over-two sash windows l ight the restaurant building from the 
north and south. An exterior brick chimney rises against the south gable 
end. Attached to the back of the restaurant is a large two-story rear 
wing. 

The interior was not seen. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

fl^.1500-1599 
^P-1600-1699 

1700-1799 
1800-1899 

-JC_1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

Survey No. WO-345 

landscape architecture religion 
law science 
literature sculpture 
military social/ 
music humanitarian 
philosophy theater 
politics/government transportation 

other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B̂ x_C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B̂ Ĉ D̂ Ê F̂ Ĝ 

Level of Significance: n̂ational state ^ local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Charles Ludlam house, now housing the Rega] Restaurant , da tes from 
the ea r ly years of the twentieth cen tury . One of the more prominent 
Queen Anne s tyle dwellings st i l l s tanding in the old pa r t of Ocean City, 
the r e s t au ran t bui lding res ts on a high concrete block foundation. Rising 
on the southeast corner i s a dis t inct ive th ree - s to ry , octagonal tower. The 
bui lding i s one of a handful of Victorian dwellings tha t r e ta ins i t s basic 
i n t eg r i ty . 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

Better known as the Robert Showell house, t h i s two-and-a-ha l f story 
frame dwelling on Baltimore Avenue was erected shortly after 1902 when 
Charles Ludlam bought Lot 53 from Joshua J . Dunton and his wife, Mary, 
for $300. (FHP 16/370) I t i s estimated t h a t the house was erected short ly 
a f te rwards . During the ea r ly 1920s the house and lot were sold to John 
D. Leteher for §4000. (ODC 41/389) In 1926 John D. Leteher t rans fe r red 
the Baltimore Avenue house to Margaret Leteher Showell and her ch i ld ren . 
The house remained under Showell family ownership until 1936. (BB 24/516) 



9. Major Bibl iographical References Survey No. WO-345 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT comple te UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 
name/title P a u l T o u a r t A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y date 2 / 1 5 / 9 0 

street & number W o r c e s t e r C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e telephone 6 3 2 - 1 1 9 4 

Snow H i l l . , , , ^ MD 2 1863 city or town state 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



WO-345 
Charles Ludlam House 
100 South Baltimore Street 
Ocean City, Maryland 
Chain of title 

FWH 166/61 Lottie H. Jarmon, widow 
TO 

3/27/1963 Benjamin McAllister, Jr. and 
Mary C. McAllister of Hurlock, 
Dorchester County, Maryland 

BB 24/5 16 Mary L. Showell, widow of 
Robert J. Showell of Lexington, Va. 

to 

1/28/1936 Winfield S. Wallace 
Evelyn E. Wallace 
undivided one-half interest in Lot 
No. 53 on the Old Town plat 

-other half interest to Walter A. Jarman 
and Lottie H. Jarman, ... and being 
all the same property in which the 
undivided one-half interest of said 
Winfield S. Wallace was conveyed to 
said Walter A. Jarman by deed dated 
3/18/1939 and recorded B.B. 37/579, 
T h e s a i d W a l t e r A . J a r m a n d i e d o n o r 
about May 9/ 1962. 

SMC 56/363 John D. Letcher, widower of Lexington 
Virginia 

to 

2/1/1926 Margaret L. Showell and her children 
John Letcher Showell, Robert J. 
Showell, Jr. , e t a l . 

L o t N o . 5 3 



WO-345 
Charles Ludlam House 
Chain of title continued 

Page 2 

ODC 41/389 Lloyd E. Jester 
Irma W. Jester of Ocean City, MD 

• to 

9/1/1921 John D. Letcher of Norfolk, Va. 

$4000.00 all that part of Lot 53 
together with improvements 

ODC 39/213 Charles Ludlam, widower 

to 

10/19/1920 Lloyd E. Jester of Worcester Co. 

$4000.00 together with the improvements 
thereon 

FHP 16/370 Joshua J. Dunton 
Mary Dunton 

to 

2/19/1902 Charles Ludlam 

$300 al that lot and parcel of land 
known as Lot53 



1877 lAKE, 
GRIFFING AND 
STEVENSON ATLAS 
WO-345 



WO-345 
CHARLES LUDLUM HOUSE 
Ocean City, Maryland Quadrangle 
1964 


